[Oral lichen planus, amalgam and other restorative materials].
Mucosal lesions in the oral cavity, identical to oral lichen planus (OLP), as a consequence of contact with in particular dental silver amalgam may be due to an allergic reaction to mercury or, possibly, a toxic effect on the oral mucosa. Substitution of amalgam preferably by gold--unless sensitisation to gold exists--often results in remission, which sustains a pathogenic role of amalgam in OLP. Substitution of amalgam should be considered if the mucosal lesions correspond topographically to the restorations and epicutaneous patch testing results in a positive reaction on mercury.